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price of four
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This year’s conference is an essential 
event to keep up to date with the rapid 
changes in the law. We are delighted 
that Sir Geoffrey Vos, the new Master 
of the Rolls, is your keynote speaker. He 
has vowed to “radically rethink” civil 
justice and what he does will affect all 
areas of practice. 

Other high profile speakers will keep 
you abreast of current trends and 
changes. We will also be formally 
launching the brand new Bond Solon 
Expert Witness Hub, giving experts 
free information including specially 
drafted terms and conditions for 
experts and lawyers.

I look forward to welcoming you to the 
2021 Hybrid Bond Solon Expert Witness 
Conference on the 5th November 2021.

Welcome



Speakers

The Rt Hon. Sir Geoffrey Vos
Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice
Sir Geoffrey Vos took over from Sir Terence Etherton, a previous speaker at the 
conference, in January this year. Sir Geoffrey was educated at University College 
School and Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. He was called to the Bar 
in 1977, and took silk in 1993. He was appointed as a Justice of the High Court 
assigned to the Chancery Division in October 2009 and was the Chair of the 
Bar Council in 2007. He was appointed as a Lord Justice of Appeal in 2013 and 
became Chancellor of the High Court of England and Wales in October 2016. 
At last year’s annual bar conference, Sir Geoffrey vowed to “radically rethink” 
civil justice, saying the UK legal system “needs to be ambitious in terms of 
digitalisation if it is to retain and enhance its status”. 

Ben Parry-Smith
Solicitor and Partner, Payne Hicks Beach
Baroness Fiona Shackleton, Solicitor to Princes William and Harry and other 
great and good, recommended Partner Ben Parry-Smith as a speaker. He is 
described in Chambers as a “Class act and star of the future…” Ben advises on 
all aspects of family law. He read law at Merton College, Oxford, trained at 
Mishcon de Reya and joined Payne Hicks Beach on qualification. Ben will look 
at how the relationship between the expert witness and lawyer has parallels 
with a marriage and will analyse how to make the relationship as effective and 
pleasant as possible.

Kathryn Clague
Lecturer in Law at Cardiff University
Kathryn Clague is an experienced litigator whose specialism lies in the areas 
of civil litigation and regulatory law. With over 10 years’ experience in practice, 
both at the self-employed Bar and latterly in-house, Kathryn was appointed as 
a lecturer at Cardiff University in 2015. She is now deputy course leader on the 
Bar Training Course, with responsibility for teaching civil litigation, drafting and 
advocacy skills. Kathryn has been an assessor for the Cardiff University Bond 
Solon Expert Witness Certificate since 2016. She was responsible for the running 
of the University part of the programme from April 2017 to May 2020. Kathryn is 
also an Assistant Chief Examiner for the Bar Standards Board, the regulatory body 
for the Bar, and an external examiner for Leeds Beckett University.



Dr Jock Mackenzie
Partner and Solicitor Advocate, Anthony Gold Solicitors
Jock has been a very popular speaker at previous conferences. He is a partner in 
the Anthony Gold medical claims team and is a dual qualified doctor and solicitor. 
He qualified as a doctor at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital in London in 1990. He has 
a broad clinical negligence practice but, due to his background as a hospital 
physician, he has a particular interest and expertise in cases involving complex 
medicine and rare medical conditions, general internal medicine and intensive 
care. Much of his work focuses on cases involving brain injury (adults and 
children), neurological, neurosurgical, and spinal injuries.

John Cooper QC
25 Bedford Row
John Cooper QC is one of the leading Criminal and Public Inquiry Silks in the 
country. He is an Honorary Visiting Professor of Law at Cardiff University and a 
Bencher at Middle Temple. John is a former A-Listed prosecutor for the Attorney 
General. His case load spans some of the most important cases of the last 20 
years, most recently representing the majority of bereaved families in the ongoing 
Manchester Arena Inquiry. His other cases include representing the Occupiers of 
St Paul’s Cathedral in the High Court and Master of the Rolls hearings, the Euston 
Tunnellers, the Judicial Review into the death of Government Weapon’s Inspector, 
Dr David Kelly, the leading social media threat case, the so called ‘Twitter Joke 
Trial’ and numerous Inquests in the Deepcut Barracks cases. He was on the Law 
Commission Working Party into Expert Evidence in the Criminal Courts and has 
written books on Article 3 and Inquests.

Wendy Miles QC
Twenty Essex Chambers
Wendy Miles QC, from Twenty Essex Chambers, is a specialist in international 
arbitration and dispute resolution with a focus on private and public international 
law. With over 25 years of experience, Wendy has advised on international law 
matters and conducted arbitrations under all the major institutions and ad hoc. 
She has advised a wide range of multinationals, including corporates, sovereign 
States and State entities and multilateral State organisations. She has sat as 
arbitrator since 2005, as sole, co-arbitrator and chair under most major arbitral 
institutions. Wendy has been appointed by the United Kingdom to the ICSID Panel 
of arbitrators and ICSID Panel of conciliators effective from 10 November 2020.

The Honourable Mr Justice David Williams
High Court Judge
The Hon Mr Justice Williams was called to the Bar in 1990 and took Silk in 2013. 
He was appointed a Recorder in 2016 and High Court Judge, of the Family 
Division, in 2017. David worked for the Legal Aid Board for 3 years before training 
as a barrister. He was asked by the President of the Family Division, Sir Andrew 
McFarlane, a previous conference speaker, to convene a Working Group to 
investigate the problem of a shortage of experts in family matters. David’s report 
was published last year and made 22 recommendations. He will discuss progress 
at his talk.



Helen Swaffield
Barrister and Head of Chambers, Contract Law Chambers
Helen Swaffield has been a barrister since 1988. Helen began in Temple, London, 
worked in-house and returned to Chambers 4 years ago, where she further 
developed a commercial, chancery and procurement practice. She now heads 
her own chambers: Contract Law Chambers, London specialising in contract 
and commercial disputes. She is often instructed by the public sector. Helen 
is the editor of the Commercial Litigation Journal and the Procurement and 
Outsourcing Journal both published by Legalease.

Dr Marion Palmer
Senior Scientist, Hogan Lovells
Marion has spent over 20 years working with lawyers on scientific matters 
relevant to their legal practices. She is a founding member of the Science Unit 
which was formed to streamline the acquisition and processing of scientific 
evidence resulting in a more precise and economical service for clients. Her 
experience lies in the identification of the relevant scientific themes in complex 
matters, recruitment of appropriate expert witnesses, analysis of scientific 
material and briefing lawyers with the information essential to their successful 
handling of the matter. She brings a valuable insight into how lawyers can find 
the right expert.

Andrew Gordon-Saker
Senior Costs Judge
Andrew was appointed Senior Costs Judge in 2014. He was called to the Bar 
in 1981. He is vice-chair of the Civil Justice Council working group headed by 
Mr Justice Stewart, looking at how the changing working practices of the legal 
profession should be reflected in the calculation of costs. The final report has 
recently been presented to the council and the Master of the Rolls. He has 
substantial experience of dealing with experts’ fees and will share what costs 
judges look for from experts.

Mark Solon
Conference Chair, Co-founder of Bond Solon
Mark Solon is a solicitor and US Attorney at Law. He has organised training and 
conferences for tens of thousands of experts. He has written several books and 
numerous articles dealing with expert evidence.



Morning

09.00 Registration and Exhibition area opens

09.45 Opening and welcome

Mark Solon

10.00 Keynote with the Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice

Sir Geoffrey’s vow to “radically rethink” civil justice as Master of the Rolls will 
affect all areas of practice. A legal disruptor and proponent of the use of 
technology in dispute resolution, Sir Geoffrey sees developments during the 
pandemic as a “springboard … to create a truly digital justice system”. Hear 
more about his agenda in this scene-setting keynote speech. 

The Rt Hon. Sir Geoffrey Vos

10.40 Experts and lawyers: a marriage made in heaven

Even the strongest relationships can become strained under pressure, and 
effective communication is key. In this session, family lawyer Ben Parry-
Smith explores how to keep the relationship between expert and lawyer as 
productive and harmonious as possible.

• The “marriage” between expert and lawyer
• The ten tests of a successful relationship
• Avoiding divorce

Ben Parry-Smith, Solicitor and Partner, Payne Hicks Beach

11.20 Break

11.45 Annual legal update

A regular highlight of the conference agenda, the legal update walks you 
through the key developments of the last 12 months and how they affect your 
work as an expert witness.

• Review of new case law
• Practical issues that have arisen
• Relevant statute law

Kathryn Clague, Lecturer in Law, Cardiff University, School of Law and Politics

12.45 Lunch break

Timetable



Afternoon

13.45 Parallel sessions

Tailor your conference experience and select the session most relevant to your 
practice. In these in-depth sessions, our carefully selected speakers will delve 
into current trends and share their expert analysis.

Medico-legal
Dual-qualified doctor and solicitor 
Jock Mackenzie returns by popular 
demand to provide essential insight 
into the world of medical expert 
witness work.

Dr Jock Mackenzie
Partner and Solicitor Advocate,  
Anthony Gold Solicitors

Commercial
Highly experienced arbitrator Wendy 
Miles QC provides a round-up of the 
key issues affecting expert witnesses 
involved in commercial cases.

Wendy Miles QC
Twenty Essex Chambers

Criminal
Leading criminal and public inquiry 
silk John Cooper rounds up the latest 
developments of interest to expert 
witnesses operating in the criminal 
courts.

John Cooper QC
25 Bedford Row

Family 
The Hon Mr Justice Williams provides 
an update on current issues facing 
experts in the family courts, including 
progress following his 2020 report 
and recommendations to the 
President of the Family Division. 

The Honourable Mr Justice  
David Williams, High Court Judge

14.45 Break

15.15 Terms and conditions for experts, a definitive guide

The results of the Bond Solon Payment issues affecting expert witnesses 
survey showed widespread problems with late or non-payment of experts’ 
fees. This session explores how experts can increase their chances of getting 
paid in a timely fashion by negotiating an effective contract with their 
instructing party. 

• What is the contract between experts and lawyers
• Understanding the contract in plain English
• What to agree or concede

Helen Swaffield, Barrister and Head of Chambers, Contract Law Chambers

15.45 What lawyers look for when finding the right expert

Put yourself in the shoes of an instructing solicitor and understand the 
selection process for an expert witness. In this session, you will learn what you 
can do to increase your chances of being selected.

• How do law firms find the right expert
• Evaluation of expertise
• Things to avoid

Dr Marion Palmer, Senior Scientist, Hogan Lovells



16.15 Interval

16.20 The assessment of experts’ fees 

Judges are increasingly strict when it comes to costs and budgeting. This 
session provides essential insight for experts into estimating and presenting 
fees - to avoid falling foul of the ‘reasonable and proportionate’ rule. 
• What costs judges want (from experts)
• How to present your fees and time records
• Budgeting

Andrew Gordon-Saker, Senior Costs Judge

16.50 Closing Comments

Mark Solon

17.00 Complimentary drinks receptions and awards ceremony for experts who 
achieved the CUBS and UABS Expert Witness Certificate in 2020/2021



Sponsors

Lead Sponsor



Hybrid Conference
Friday 5th November 2021

In-person attendance: 
£285+VAT

Virtual attendance: 
£265+VAT

Corporate bookings: 
Book five places for the 
price of four.

Option 1: Book and pay online
To book and pay online please visit: www.bondsolon.com/expert-witness/conference

Option 2: Book and be invoiced
To book and be sent an invoice please complete the below form and send it to  
expertwitness@bondsolon.com.

Title:

Name:

Organisation:

Address:

Postcode:

Email:

Telephone:
 

Option 3: Book by phone
Call us on 020 7549 2549. 

Please use this option if you would like to make a group booking or if you have any questions about the conference.

Confirmation of registration
On receipt of your booking, confirmation will be sent to you 
by email. 

Cancellations must be received in writing by Friday 15th 
October 2021 and will be subject to a £25+VAT administration 
fee. Cancellations received after Friday 15 October 2021 and 
those not received in writing, will not be accepted and the 
delegate(s) will be liable for the full conference fee. Delegate 
names may be changed at any point.

The conference will be recorded and the recordings will be 
made available to delegates after the event.

Please note that due to circumstances beyond Bond Solon’s 
control, speakers and timings may vary. We reserve the right to 
cancel the conference if necessary and issue a full refund of fees.

How to book

How would you like to attend?
Face-to-face Virtually

http://www.bondsolon.com/expert-witness/conference
mailto:expertwitness%40bondsolon.com?subject=


www.bondsolon.com 

020 7549 2549

expertwitness@bondsolon.com

/company/bond-solon-training

@BondSolon

BSLB14800

https://www.bondsolon.com/
mailto:expertwitness%40bondsolon.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/bondsolon
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bond-solon-training/
http://www.bondsolon.com
mailto:expertwitness%40bondsolon.com?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bond-solon-training/
https://twitter.com/bondsolon
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