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THE ANNUAL BOND SOLON EXPERT WITNESS CONFERENCE 2016
The Bond Solon Expert Witness Conference is the largest annual gathering of expert witnesses in the UK. Now in its twenty-second year, this is
your opportunity to hear high profile speakers talk about the key issues that currently affect expert witnesses. This year’s conference includes:
•

The introduction of primers. Setting out the common ground on which experts in their field generally agree narrowing the area of disputed
opinion. The first primers have already been written and they are likely to be created for other areas of expertise. Will the introduction of
primers reduce the need for expert evidence, how they will work in practice, what areas of expertise could be affected in the future, and
how to challenge them?

•

Court reform and modernisation is changing the mechanics of justice. This includes increased use of technology and mediation, the
introduction of an online court and case officers, the closure of smaller courts, and restrictions on legal aid and fees. The Senior Presiding
Judge for England and Wales - responsible for HM Courts and Tribunals Service and its reform programme - will deliver the keynote address.

•

The case of Dr Waney Squier who faced a fitness to practise hearing for her expert evidence. The tribunal found that she ‘failed to work
within the limits of her competence, failed to be objective and unbiased, and failed to heed the views of other experts’. However some
doctors, and the human rights lawyer Clive Stafford Smith, considered it to be a ‘witch hunt’. What are the implications for other experts?

Ensure that you don’t miss other important developments with the annual legal update, expert witness Question Time, guidance on costs and
budgeting, and specialist sessions for medico-legal, commercial, criminal and family experts.

Timetable
9.15

Registration and refreshments

9.45

Welcome and introduction from the Chair
Mark Solon, Solicitor and Director, Bond Solon
Isabel West, Solicitor and Bond Solon Trainer

10.00 Keynote address
Lord Justice Fulford, Senior Presiding Judge for England
and Wales
10.40 The case of Dr Waney Squier
• The circumstances
• Allegations, arguments and outcome
• Implications for other experts
Clive Stafford Smith, Human Rights Lawyer
11.20 Refreshments
11.45 Annual legal update
• Key cases and legislation for experts in civil, criminal and
family courts
• Procedure update
• Practical issues arising over the last 12 months
Nick Deal, Barrister and Head of Expert Witness Group, 		
Bond Solon
12.15 Primers - replacing experts?
• What is a primer?
• What is the impact on experts?
• Challenging primers
His Honour Judge Wall QC
12.45 Lunch
13.45 Parallel sessions. Please choose one:

Criminal
• Funding: the legal aid position and funding limits
• Understanding the Criminal Procedure Rules
• Better case management and digital case working
• Presentation: the art of persuasion
Anthony Edwards, Solicitor, TV Edwards
Commercial
Brexit - implications for litigation in England & Wales
• What impact will Brexit have on choice of English law /
English jurisdiction clauses?
• What are the options for the UK once it is outside of the
Recast Brussels Regulation?
• Will our clients favour the Continent over London?
• Will it have any impact on International Arbitration?
Ed Crosse, Partner, Simmons & Simmons
15.00 Refreshments
15.25 Question Time
Topical debate in which you, the expert, will pose
questions to our distinguished panel.
Panel:
Lord Charles Falconer QC
Alison Somek, Expert Witness and Director, Somek & Associates
Catherine Leech, Partner, Irwin Mitchell
16.15 Costs and budgeting
• Estimating the work needed
• What to do when things change
• The experience of costs budgeting and extension of
fixed recoverable costs
• Tips from a costs judge
Senior Costs Judge Gordon-Saker

Medico-legal
Medical Negligence and Personal Injury update
Ali Malsher, Partner, Anthony Gold
Andrew Andrews MBE, Director Health & Social Care, Bond
Solon

16.45 Closing comments

Family
Divorce
James Pirrie, Director, Family Law in Partnership

18.30 Close

17.00 Complimentary drinks reception and presentation
of Cardiff University Law School Bond Solon Expert
Witness Certificates

THE ANNUAL BOND SOLON EXPERT WITNESS CONFERENCE 2016

Speakers include
Sir Adrian Fulford was appointed Senior Presiding
Judge on 1st January 2016 and as such has primary
judicial responsibility for HM Courts and Tribunals Service
and its reform programme. As the Judge in Charge of
Technology he has a prominent role in the ongoing
Courts Reform Programme which includes bringing the
IT systems used in court into the 21st Century.

Ed Crosse is a partner at Simmons & Simmons LLP
and has been practising as a banking and commercial
disputes lawyer since 1997. He is President of the
London Solicitors Litigation Association and, in that
role, has been involved in a number of the recent
court-led reforms and consultations.

Clive Stafford Smith is a renowned human rights lawyer
and the founder of Reprieve. Clive has represented over
400 prisoners facing the death penalty and has helped
secure the release of 79 prisoners from Guantánamo Bay.
In 2000 he was awarded the OBE for humanitarian
services in the legal field.

Lord Charles Falconer QC is a Partner at Gibson Dunn
where his practice focuses on complex commercial
litigation, international arbitration and investigations. Lord
Falconer is the former UK Lord Chancellor and first
Secretary of State for Justice.

Nick Deal was called to the Bar in 1989 and had a
mixed common law practice. He has trained for Bond
Solon since 2003 and is now lead trainer within the
expert witness group, developing programmes and
qualifications as well as continuing to deliver training
courses.

Alison Somek continues to act as an expert witness as
well as running Somek & Associates   - a Medico-Legal
consultancy with nearly 200 expert witnesses, including
Occupational Therapists, Nurses, Midwives &
Physiotherapists. She is currently on the membership
committee of EWI and until recently was Chair of the
Medico-Legal Forum of the COT.

His Honour Judge Wall QC is a Circuit Judge   and
chairs the Leverhulme Research Centre for Forensic
Science Advisory Board. He also sits on the Forensic
Science Regulator’s advisory committee and on the
steering committee set up to commission scientific
primers for use in courts.

Catherine Leech is a partner at Irwin Mitchell, specialising
in claims for people who have had serious injuries,
especially brain and spinal cord injuries. Catherine has
also won several awards for her work, including Solicitor
of the Year in Private Practice in the 2013 Law Society
Excellence Awards.

Ali Malsher is a clinical negligence solicitor at Anthony
Gold with a background in nursing. She specialises in
surgical, cardiac and emergency medicine cases but has a
full range of medical issues in her caseload. Ali is also an
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers senior litigator and
a Law Society Clinical Negligence panel member.

Master Gordon-Saker became the Senior Costs
Judge (Chief Taxing Master) in October 2014. He has
the day-to-day management and leadership of the
costs judges, deputy costs judges and the Senior
Courts Costs Office. The most complex and/or highvalue cases are assigned to the Senior Costs Judge.

Andrew Andrews MBE is a lawyer by profession and a
respected legal advisor. Andrew is an established and
recognised medico-legal trainer. His additional
responsibilities include Medico-Legal Advisor for St John
Ambulance, Chairman of One in Four, Trustee & Legal
Advisor Florence Nightingale Foundation.

Mark Solon is a solicitor and US Attorney at Law. He has
organised the training and conferences for tens of
thousands of experts. He has written several books and
numerous articles dealing with expert evidence.

Anthony Edwards is a solicitor at TV Edwards,
specialising in corruption, fraud and major crime. He
also acts as an expert witness in matters involving
police station advice and the professional conduct of
solicitors. He is one of the country’s leading criminal
law trainers and a specialist on criminal law costs.

Isabel West is a solicitor qualified in both England and
Scotland. After years as a civil litigation partner who
routinely relied on the evidence of experts she joined
Bond Solon in 2005 and was Head of Expert Witness
Group for several years.
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To book:
Visit www.bondsolon.com;
Call us on 020 7549 2549;
Or complete the booking form below and send it to us by email (info@bondsolon.com) or freepost:
Freepost RTCS-SZUZ-JHSE
Bond Solon
6-14 Underwood Street
London N1 7JQ
For further information, call us on 020 7549 2549

Booking form:
The Annual Bond Solon Expert Witness Conference 2016
Friday 4 November 2016
Church House Conference Centre, Dean’s Yard, London SW1P 3NZ

Title:

Confirmation of registration
On receipt of your booking,
confirmation will be sent to you by
email.

Name:

Expert area:
Address:
Postcode:
Email:
Telephone:
Please invoice me for £255 + VAT
I enclose a cheque payable to Bond Solon Training for £255 + VAT
Please charge my credit/debit card for £255 + VAT
If paying by card:
Card number:
Expiry date:                                    Security no:                              Issue no:
Cardholder’s name:
Billing address:
Postcode:                                                 Issuing bank:

Cancellations must be received in
writing by Friday 14 October 2016
and will be subject to a £25 + VAT
administration fee. Cancellations
received after Friday 14 October 2016
and those not received in writing, will
not be accepted and the delegate(s)
will be liable for the full conference fee.
Delegate names may be changed at
any point.
Please note that due to circumstances
beyond Bond Solon’s control, speakers
and timings may vary. We reserve
the right to cancel the conference if
necessary and issue a full refund of
fees.
Specific requirements
If you have any specific needs, such as
a hearing or visual impairment, limited
mobility or dietary requirements,
please speak to us about how we
can improve the event for you. A
vegetarian option is available as
standard.

For further information or to make a booking over the phone, call us on
020 7549 2549
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